Transient reversal of blood flow in an internal thoracic artery to coronary artery graft during syncope.
Transcutaneous duplex ultrasound can be used to image and quantify blood flow in the proximal part of the internal thoracic artery to coronary artery bypass grafts. In addition to providing information about graft patency and blood flow for follow-up purposes, the technique also provides an opportunity to study the physiology and pharmacology of the coronary circulation. In this paper we describe and attempt to interpret an unusual pattern of internal thoracic artery graft blood flow observed during inadvertent nitrate-induced syncope.